ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
character might have better used the great opportunity of a
whole nation in revolt against foreign invaders. As it was,
Weliesley throughout all his time in Spain continually worked
in a spirit hostile to, and contemptuous of, the Spanish people,
whom he should have used to their fullest capacity. On the
road to Madrid from Portugal he was thrown back by French
forces numerically inferior but not hampered by insufficiently
trained contingents. Weliesley showed great skill in extricating
himself at Talavera from the entanglement he had got himself
into, and successfully eifected his retreat back to Lisbon, where
he fortified the promontory on which the town stands by
drawing, from water to water, the triple lines of Torres Vedras
behind which he was secure, being free to use the sea. His
Government, partly to keep up spirits in so doubtful a situation
and partly to reward what had been, after the first blunder, a
fine military operation, raised him to the rank of Viscount, with
the title of Wellington. This battle of Talavera took place on
July 28, 1809.
Meanwhile the other, distant, separated half of the Grand
Anny had justified Napoleon's daring in refusing to retreat after
Aspern. The reinforcements which had reached the Emperor
permitted him to take the field with equal numbers, and on
July 6 of that year 1809, he had pushed the main Austrian army
back off the plains north of the Danube in the battle of Wagram.
The political results of that battle were far greater than its
military value warranted. No guns were taken, and no appreci-
able number of prisoners; the great effort only compelled the
Austrian army, under that excellent general the Archduke
Charles, to retire; but it compelled them to retire in a direction
away from their capital where they would be cut off from
succour, and it restored the idea of Napoleon's invincibility,
checking the formation of a combined force against him. All
this was clinched by a peace signed at Vienna that autumn—
October 14, 1809.
The Walcheren Expedition. Not content with the grave
disappointments suffered by the anti-Revolutionary policy in this
year, the failure to advance into Spain, the retreat after Tala-
vera, and the rehabilitation of Napoleon at Wagram, Portland's
English Ministry, with Canning as its chief figure, gave a startling
proof of their military incapacity. In order to create a diversion
in favour of Austria they raised what was for England the very
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